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Chriftian Hiftory , 


Containing Accounts of the Propagation and Revival 
of Religion in Great Britain, America, &c. 
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The Rev.Mr.W.TEnNNENT’S Account of the Revival of 
Religion in Freehold, &c. finifhed. 


UT the moft by far have queftioned all, and doubted 
it was aDelufion. This I fuppofe is generally owing to 
the Remains of Corruption, which blot the Evidences 

of Grace in good Men, fothat they can hardly read them : 

and particularly to the awful Sin of Undelief ; together with 
the prevalence of a /egal Spirit, which prefles them to per- 
fe& Holinefs on Pain of Death, and becaufe they cannot 
obtain that, they conclude they. are unfanétified, and have 
no Rightto Curist. I might add the /gnorance of Mortifi- 

cation ; they feem to think that in the Juttify’d Sin is kuli’d 
in its Being, as well as governing Power ; and therefore be- 
caufe they feel their old Sins fometimes ftirring in them, they 
conclude that all is wrong : nay, altho’ they hate the Doc- 
trine of Perfeétion as held by fome, yet becaufe they are not 
perfect they think they have no Grace. But however di- 
ftreffing it is to them to feel their Imperfe€tions, it helps to 
perfwade me that they are regenerate; elfe it would not 
— Sin would not be their chief Burden in a general 

ay. 

However ourLorp who comforts thofe that are cait down, 
even the wonderful Counfellor teaches them, that he not 
only faves thofe who have been Sinners before Converfion, 
but even fuch as after it, find a Law in their Members war- 
ring againft the Law of their Minds, which too too often 
caufes them to do the Things they would not ;\ and enables 
them to reflect upon what they have and do daily experience, 
and compare it with the Evidences of Grace in the Word of 


Qq Gijon. 
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Gop. The bleffed Gom does hkewife give them renewed 

Pew f his Love, even after Mifteps ; and thus they are 

slifh’d im Faith and Hope, fo that they have a prevailing 

Pe Caablp of their Intereft in Crist ; except it be ia 

‘Times of Defertion and Temptation, with which fome are 

more exercifed than others, for Reafans beft known to 
{ creige Gop. 

ubtlefs, Sir, you will defire to know, what Ffie 

this ‘Work precuces on the Minds and Mannersof ite Sub- 


jects? «L anfwer, They are not only made to teow, but 
hes rtly to approve of 1 te Doéiries of the Gofpei, which 
they were befo ye either tgnorant of or averfe to, (at lew 


fome of them ;) f that ay do harinonize (weetly in exalting 
free fpecial and fov ereiga Grace thro’ the Redeemer ] i 
Curist ; being willing to glory only in the Lorn, wi 
has loved them and given himfelf for them, an Offcring and 
a Sacrifice of a fweet fmelling Sas our! 

| cannot exprefs with what Satisfaction | hawe heard (ome 
fpeak of the New Covenant Methed ot Salvation. They have 
{poken with fuch Affeétion and Clearneis, as | have though 
was fufficient to convince an Arbeff, thet the Lorn wa 
their Teacher. The Alteration in fume from abmeft grof 
Ignorance, to fuch ciear Gofpel Light, and in others from 
fuch corrupt Principles, as the Papi//s and Quakers hold, 
the believing Acknowlegement of the Truth, nome but be 
that made the Underftanding could effect. 

They approve of the Lew of Gop after the inward Man, 
as holy, juft andigdod, and prize it above Gold, yea much 
fine Gold. “Phey judge it their Duty as well as Priviledge to 
waiton Gop in all the Ordinances of bis own Inftitution, 
altho’ they expeét to merit nothing thereby. A Rewersmn 
for Goo’s commanding Authority, andG? etitude for his Love, 
conipire toincite and conffrain them, toa willing wnfagned, 
univerfal and unfainting Obedience to his Laws : yet they de- 
clare that in every Thing they come fadly fhore of what they 
ought to do, and bitterly bewail their Defeéts. But bietied 
be Gop, are not dtteouraged in their Endeavours to reach 
torward, if by any Meaas they may apprehend that for which 
they are apprehended of Gop : and in all Things they ac 
knowledge tbat thep ought to look to Jesus as the Autho: 

anew Gotther of Faith, whofe alone it is to work ail good m 
them, anJ for them, to whom be Giery for ewer. 
They 


 ) 
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They are not unmolefted in ther Way by £nemisi, both 
from within and from without, Yet they profcis that the 
Comforts which they receiwe do more then compen’ate all 
thetr Labour, were there no Good t be expected herea'ter : 
and furely as the P/almm? obferves, dn deefing Gion's Com 
mands there 1s a great Reward. But to proceed , 

They have not ail made alike Proaciency ia the Chiifhan 
Courfe ; neither are they all equal in relgrows Endecavours ; 
nor any at all Times alike !ively. 

They are fometimes obftructed io their religious Progrefs 
by Coldnefs and Deadnefs; but thse the bletied [aay 
removes at Times, by the lofluence of bo Hoty Sriaitr ; 
Tben,O then theubdearts are enlarged, & they ron the! weet 
Way of Gop’sCommandments with Asacrityand Den gt! 

They /eve all fuch, as they bave Realon to thing from the 
Principles, Lxpernence, and Practice are truly gaa the | 
differ trom them in Sentiment in letier Thu gs, Oth ‘ on 
them to be the Bavellent ef the Eart 

Dhey rejoice in Zion's Proiperity , glorifying Goo en tha 

Account, and teel a Sympathy in ber Sorrows. * 
They do prefer one another before them iciwes on Lore ; 


excep: under Temptation, which they are rcaly to conte 


and bewail when they are themielwes ; generally acy hing 
that they are the meancft of the Family of Giron, a ‘ 
worthy of the Biefing, yeathe molt fo of any |. *» all 
(UC hings contadere 
In i W oid, tire laple!s Farmaiit is becom pers tual ’ 
Converfation ; the prowd and hauglity are mad 
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affeting Views of the new and living Way to theFat HER 
through his dear Son Jesus Curist : Nor anyRevelations 
but what have been long fince written in the facred Volume . 
Nor any Trances but fuch as all Men now living thal! 
meet with, for it is appointed for all Men once to die. 
It may not be amifs to inform you, that many who have 
been awakened, and feem’d for a Time to fet out for Zion, 
are turned back. 
Yea, of thofe who have been efteemed Converts, fom 
have made Shipwreck of Faith and a good Confcience ; though 
Glory to Gop there have not been many fuch ; yet fome of 
them who have thus awfully apoftatiz’d, were highly 
efteemed in theChurch. By this our good and gracious Gop 
has given Check, to too high an Efteem of our own Judg- 
ment concerning the fpiritual States of other, (an Evil which 
is too Common among young Converts) and awfully warn'd 
all that fiand to take Heed leaft they fall. 
Many I have Caufe to fear have been hardened in their 
Impieties, and unreafonable Prejudices againft vital Religion, 
by the Backflidings of fome Profeflors. Wo to the Morld, 
becaufe of Offences ! 
But in the mean Time, blefled be Gon, Wifdom is, and 
will be juftified of ber Children. 
This Sir, is as particular an Account as I can at prefent 
give of the Lor1,’s Work in this Place. If my Lorp will 
accept it as a Te/fimony for him, it will bea greater Honour 
than ever I deferved. I need your Prayers, and earneftly 
defire them : O beg of Gop, that I may be faithful to the 
Death, and wife to win Souls. 1am with all due Refpects, 
your’s in the deareft Jesus, 
Freebold, O€o. 


gth. 1744. 


ATTESTATION £0 the preceeding Accceunt 


by the Ruling-Elders and Deacons of the Congrega- 
tion of Freehold. 
Ww the Subfcribers, RulingElders andDeacons of the Pref- 
byterianCongregation of FREEHOLD, having had perfeét 
Knowledge of the Circumftance of this Place, fome of us from 
the firft Settling of it, and others of a long Time ; do give our 
) Teftimony to the Truth in general of the above Letter of our 
; Rev. Paflor. May the Lorp make the fame, of U/e for the 


carrying 


Wm. Tennent. 
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Maidenhead and Hopewell. 309 


carrying on his glorious Work begun in thefe Lands, and make 
the Name of the deareft Jesus glorious from the rifing to the 
fetting Sun. 


Freehold, i Walter Ker. 

New-JeRsEy, Robert Cumming. 
étober 11th. David Rhe. 
1744. John Henderfon. 


William Ker. 
Samuel Ker. 


Pos’ rs ¢ RT FP T. 
Relating toOMaidenheai& Hopewell inNew- Jersey Ge. 


S1R, 
BOUT four Veebs fince, at the Invitation of the Peo- 
ple, and Defire of our Prefbytery I gather’d a Church, 
and celebrated the Lora’s Supper at anew erected Congre- 
gation in the Towns of Maidenhead and Hopewell, about 
thirty Miles north-wefterly from hence. In exzimining fuch 
as offered themfelves to the holy Ordinance, as to their 
Chriftian Experience, I was agreeably furprized to find fo 
many on whom (in the Judgment of Charity) the blefled 
Spirit had wrought a faving Change, in this late glorious 
Day of Grace. 

Their Account of the Lorn’s Dealing with them was 
feriptural, free from Enthufiafm. It was Soul-refrefhing to 
behold the beautiful Variety, and yet fweet Harmony, that 
was in their Relations: Efpecially, becaufe all their Exercifes 
which they fpoke of, direétly tended to abafe themfelves, and 
exalt the Lorp ; to break them off from the corrupt Root 
of Adam, and ingraft them into the ever glorious STEM of 
Fefle. 

Gop’s Method of working with them to bring them to 
Himfelf was much the fame as in this Place: only that fome 
of them, when under Conviction, were fo violently exercifed 
as that they cried out publickly ; which Circumftance fome 
there have endeavoured to abufe to the Difparagement of the 
whole Work. The Perfon that the Lorn faw Caufe chiefly 
to ufe in this Work as his Meffenger to the People, was his 
truly faithful Servant the Rev. Mr. John Rowland, who for 

his 
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his painful Labours and plain Dealing was counted by many 
as an Enemy, and treated as fuch ; fo that at length he was 
forced to remove into PENNSYLVANIA. May the Lory 
forgive them for CHrisT’s Sake. 

The Sacramental Seafon was bleffed to the refrefhing of the 
Lor p’s dear People there, as well as to others of them which 
came from other Places. So that fome who had been much 
diftrefled with Doubts about their State,received Soul-fatisfy- 
ing Sealings of Gop’s everlafting Love: Others were {up- 
ported and quickned, fo that they returned Home rejoicing 
and glorifying Gop. To whom,with his Son JesusCurisr 
and the Hoty Sprit, one Gop, be imiaortal Praifes, 
Amen. 


New-York, New-Jersey, and PENNSYLVANIA, 


I can freely declare that I have feen Gop’s Spirit ac- 
companying his preached Word in many Places belonging to 
thefe three Provinees, of NEw-YorK, New-Jersey and 
PeNNsyLVANIA ; by which precious Souls have been fub- 
dued to himfelf: Which l apprehend is only an Earneft of 
much greater Bleffings to his Church: For he has faid, that 
he will make the Knowledge of Himfelf fo cover the Earth as 
the Waters do the Sea. Zion fhall yet look forth (out of all 
the Clouds of Contempt caft on her) as the Morning, fair a: 
the Moon, clear as the Sun, and terrible (to her incorrigible 
Enemies) as an Army with Banners. 1 doubt not but sie 
Light of the Gofpel-Sun fall yet increafe as the Light cf fever 
Days ; for the Mouth of the Lorn hath fpoken it. Even fo 
come Lorp Jesus, come quickly. 

Grace and Peace be multiplied unto you. 
Yours, as above, 


Wo. Tennent. 
Ogta, 11th. 3744. 
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County of Fairfield im Connecticut Colony. — 311 


da AttTestaTion to the late remarkable Revival of 
Religion, 4y an Affociation of Minifters in the County 
of airfield mm the Colony of Connecticut. 


To the Publifber of the CHRisTIAN History. 


Sir, 


Sfome of us, the aflociated Minifters of the Eaftern 
EX Dittriét of the County of Fairfield in Connecticur, 
have, with fenfible Pleafure, read the joint. Teftimony of fo 
large a Number of our Rev. Brethren, to the glorious Work 
of the blefled Spirit of Grace and Truth, in the late wonder- 
ful Revival of real Religion in the Land ; fo all of Us would 
now jointly, tho’ briefly, declare that We look upon our 
felves, and all the Miniftersand People of Gop throughout 
the Land, laid under infinite Obligations for ever to admire 
and adore rich, free-and fovereign Grace, fo amazingly dif- 
played in vifiting a profeffing People, in a Day ef fuch cene- 
ral Security, Indolence and Formality ; caufing fo great an 
Awakening of all Sorts of Perfons, convincing fo many ot 
Sin, Righteoufnefs and Judgment, and bringing fuch Num- 
bers, of different Ages, hopefully to clofe favingly with the 
dear Jesus, on the felf-denying Terms of the Gofpel, fo as 
that it hath far exceeded even any Hopes and Expectations 
of ours, as well as any Thing of this Nature, We ever faw 
in our Day. 

We cannot but be fenfibly touched with Sorrow to fee, 
that there are many, who (not duly diftinguifhing betwixt 
this bleffed Work, and fome Evils that have attended it, by 
the Mif-conduct both of fome of the Inftruments and Sub- 
jets) {tumble and are ia Hazard of falling: As well as to 
find Reafon to fear, that in fome Places the Work itfelf is 
oppofed. But it moft of all affeéts ourSouls withGrief,to find, 
thatGop has fo awfully withdrawn theInfluences of hisHor y 
Spirit from theMeans of Grace. O :hatGop in his infinite 
Mercy wou’d remove the prefent dreadful fpiritual Judg- 
ments, that in infinite Juftice are fallen upon us an ungrateful 
and gainfaying People ; that in the midft of Wrath he would 
remember Mercy, and yet return in Loving-kinduefs and 
tender Mercy, and give usa latter Harveft more plestiful 
than the former ; ¥. ald go on to accomplifh the glorious 

Things 
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Things fpoken of the City of our God, until he make Fery. 
falem the Joy of the whole Earth ! 

To conclude, We cannot omit giving in our public Teftj- 
mony, from our own happy Experience and Obfervation, 
that the frequent Interchange of minifterial Labours has been 
remarkably owned and blefled of Gop to the hopeful Awa- 
kening of many Souls ; and could heartily wifh that minj- 
fterial Communion, and an hearty Reception as well as joy- 
ful Improvement of each other’s minifterial Gifts and occa- 
fional Labours, might ftill be encouraged and maintained 
amongft Gofpel-Minifters throughout the Land, as that 
which would give an hopeful Profpeét of the Lorn’s Re- 
turn, and fo of the Revival of Religion from its prefent fad 
declining State. 


Anthony Stoddard, of Woodbury, firft Society. 

Samuel Cook, of Stratfield. 

‘John Graham, of Woodbury, fecond Society. 

fexekiah Gold, of Stratford, firft Society. 

‘Fedidiah Mills, of Ripton, in Stratford. 

Elifba Kent, of Philippi, in the Province of 
New-York. 

Ebenezer White, of Danbury. 

Benajah Cafe, of New- Fairfield. 


‘Fofeph Belamy, of Woodbury, third Society. 
David ‘fudfon, of Newtown. 


Reuben ‘Fudd, of Woodbury, fourth Society. 
Dated in Voodbury, Odfob. 5th. 1743. 


N.B. 4 Copy of the preceeding Atteftation was fent by 
the Rev. Clerk of the faid Affociation aft Winter : 
But the Bearer faw Caufe to leave it on the Road: 
And the Publilber of this Paper accidentally bearing 
this Summer of faid Atteftation, wrote to the Clerk 
fer another Copy ; which came lately to our Hands: 
And this is the Reafon of its not being publifh’d before. 
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